December 1, 2006

o sichmondimp.rg Winter Weather Alert!

Winter weather is on the way. Although rare, it is sometimes necessary to close school
or delay the opening of school due to the unsafe weather conditions. In making the de-
cision if schools should remain open or closed, first consideration is given to student
and staff safety, while keeping in mind the importance of attendance and learning.

Before the school district makes the decision, local meteorologists, transportation offi-
cials, and traffic safety experts are consulted. The school district will attempt to make
the decision as early as possible and communicate it quickly to the media and our web-
site. Sometimes it will be possible to make the decision the night before, but often this
decision cannot be made until early in the morning. The Student Transportation De-
partment will be distributing the Alternate Emergency Snow Route Stops booklet to
students who ride the bus. Please refer to this book when we announce through the
media and our website that Portland Public Schools buses will be on snow routes.

As a general rule PPS will not close schools early. The potential negatives of children
arriving home early without parental supervision or the ability to gain entry clearly off-
sets most foreseeable weather circumstances. All of our schools are safe and sound
structures capable of providing shelter in place until the end of the school day. As al-
ways, parents have the individual choice of picking up their child prior to the end of the
school day.

Local radio and television stations will broadcast closure and late opening information.
You can also check for updates on the District’s website at http://www.pps.k12.or.us or
Portland Info Net at http://pdxinfo.net

Bryan Winchester, Director of Student Transportation
916-6901 x403, bwinchester@pps.k12.or.us
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Don’t Miss the Richmond P.T.A. Craft Fair —Dec. 7th

An Annual Favorite, the Craft Fair is scheduled for Thurs., Dec. 7th at 6:00-8:00 PM in the cafeteria. Noho’s Ha-
waiian Grill will sell dinners from 5:30-7:00 PM, so you don’t need to cook!

The spirit of giving thrives on this night as our children busily create memorable gifts for grandpar-
ents, friends, and other special people. We're looking for 10-12 people to each organize a
craft table. You don't have to be a Martha Stewart to do it. Simple gifts such as bookmarkers, mini-
photo frames, and window charms are the kinds of items that children can proudly accomplish.
Please contact Suzanne Munro at suzannelmunro@msn.com.

PTA News

SCHOLASTIC BOOK FAIR: It's holiday shopping time at our semiannual Scholastic book fair!! This PTA-sponsored
event is a fund raiser for our Richmond Library so give your children the gift of reading this holiday season, show your ap-
preciation for our terrific teachers by purchasing one of their Scholastic books for their classroom, or send your loved ones a
fun 2007 calendar.

e WHEN: Monday through Thursday next week (12/4 through 12/7a€|no school Friday)
oTIME: 7:45t08:30 a.m. and 2:00 to 2:45 p.m.
*WHERE: Volunteer Room

oSPECIAL NIGHT: Thursday 12/7 is our PTA craft fair in the cafeteria so while your children make crafts for their
friends and family come and shop our special holiday hours from 6 to 8 p.m.

For those who volunteer at the book fair, there are two $20 gift certificates available to be used for merchandise at our fair.
Each time you work, your name will be entered into the drawing so the more you work, the greater your chances of winning!
Please contact Kristina Kallen at kmk456@comcast.net or 282-4435 to volunteer.

CHRISTMAS TREE/BAKE SALE! Michael and Ann Reid are opening up their very own Figgy Pudding Farm to us
again this year for our annual Christmas tree/bake sale. This family event is scheduled for Saturday, December 9 so put it on
your calendar and join the fun! For anyone who is interested in baking items for the sale or if you are interesting helping
people who need assistance in cutting down their tree or getting it secured to their vehicle, please email Kristina Kallen at
kmk456@comcast.net or call 503-282-4435 to volunteer.

Directions: From 205 (north or south) take Exit 10, head south on 213 for 3.2 miles; LEFT onto Beavercreek Road (major
intersection with FOUR traffic lights, get in far left lane and stay in left lane after making left turn);

STAY on Beavercreek Rd for 6.6 miles (through two very sharp curves, the first curving sharp left after passing the Beaver-
creek Saloon on left; the next curving sharp right); pass Beavercreek United Church of Christ (green-roofed church) on right
going up a steep hill; after 6.6 miles, turn LEFT onto LOWER HIGHLAND ROAD; Go 0.6 miles and turn RIGHT onto S.
Schuebel School Road; Go exactly 0.5 mile up a hill, turn RIGH T into driveway immediately after a telephone pole at top of
hill, Christmas trees on both sides of driveway; a red brick mailbox stand is opposite our driveway on the left side; the ad-
dress for you savvy Mapquest folks is 24277 S. Schuebel School Road, Beavercreek, OR, 97004.

TEACHER/STAFF CONFERENCE POTLUCK HUGE SUCCESS: Thanks to everyone who participated in the
teacher/staff conference potluck last week in the staff room. We received rave reviews from the staff and a beautiful thank
you card expressing how much they appreciated all the meals. You all went above and beyond to show our terrific, hard-
working staff how much they mean to you and your families. Many, many thanks for all of your delicious food!!!

NEW COMMITTEE CHAIRS!: We have some new committees and committee chairs at Richmond that I would like to
take a moment to introduce. David Hill is the chairperson of our garden committee that is working on beautifying the gar-
den space next to the parking lot. Shinobu Chrisman has agreed to be the chairperson of the docent program here at Rich-
mond. Yoko Sato, Emi Avondstondt, and Etsuko Austin have started a technology recycling committee to keep our environ-
ment green while helping our school. We appreciate your hard work and dedication to our school so heartfelt gratitude!!!

LITTLE HANDS AT WORK!: Thanks to all the students who helped letter and post the posters for the upcoming book
fair next week. Maddy Kinsella, Jake Hirschberger, Grant Cameron, Benjamin Kallen, Erika Moore, Lilly Peters, Juliet
Kallen, Taylor Matsushima, Nicholas Kallen, Loralye Townsend, and Esme Peters all pitched in to advertise the book fair.
Great job kids!!!

Kristina Kallen, PTA President
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Auction News: Please Tell Me What to Procure!!l

The auction committee was pleased to see all the donations
that have come in this week after the Thanksgiving Holi-
day. Thank you to everyone who has been procuring. Extra
special thanks goes to Desiree Miller (1st and 4t), Sara
Tam (K), and Elizabeth Cramer (Pre) for going that
extra mile with procurement. We are very grateful.

BUT, we are still behind, and we need the help of every
family at Richmond to raise our goal of $70,000 at the auc-
tion.

Are you wondering what the auction needs? Are you won-
dering what you should procure or donate?

Here are some suggestions:

If you are willing to ask for “BIG” donations, we really need
the following:

Airline tickets for international or inter-
continental flights

Complete Orthodontic Package

Quality Jewelry Item (diamond tennis
bracelet, pendant, pearls, etc.)

Lasix Surgery

On a smaller scale, we still are in need of:
e Cases of wine (both red and white)

Food for the auction meal (fresh salmon,

desserts, bread)

The silent auction committee has requested the following
donations:

Baskets (lots of medium to large baskets)
Sports equipment and clothes

Garden tools and equipment
Kitchen/cooking tools and cooking classes

One donation that almost always brings in full value:

e Restaurant gift certificates (Asian Restau-

rants, Downtown Portland)
Volunteering and Procuring with you,

Jody Little, Auction 2007 Co-Chair
Melanie Scheuermann, Auction 2007 Co-Chair

Playground Fundraiser Dec

. 12th Thanks to Burgerville!

Burgerville Restaurant on SE 26th and Powell Blvd. (across
the street from Cleveland High School) has graciously of-
fered to host a series of fundraisers to benefit Richmond’s
playground project. The last date for this fundraiser is:

Tuesday December 12th at 5-8:00 PM

Burgerville will donate 10% of all sales during these hours
to the next phase of Richmond’s playground!

There will also be ice cream raffles and Richmond can keep
all the income from those, as well. We need student volun-
teers to help run the raffles and greet patrons. A volunteer
sheet will be posted in the cafeteria on the bulletin board.

Richmond’s Playground Committee

DECEMBER 1, 2006
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Richmond Office Needs Clothes for Accidents!

The Richmond office is in desperate need of clothing for
students who have accidents (e.qg. illness, bathroom,
playground) and need a change of clothes. Our greatest
need is for the Pre-K and Kindergarten students. All
sizes up to size 10 would be greatly appreciated (pants
and sweatpants especially). Please drop off any items
you care to donate in the school office and we will thank
you profusely!

Domo arigato!

Patsy Burke, Richmond Secretary
pburkel@pps.k12.or.us

5th Grade Parents Non-Mandatory Trip Meeting Dec. 5

Announcing: a non-mandatory 5th grade Cultural Ex-
change meeting. This is an opportunity for anyone who
has questions, concerns, ideas, or thoughts to share them
with fellow 5th grade parents and with the planning com-
mittee before it makes any final decisions on the itinerary
for the Exchange.

Date: December 5, 2006 - Tuesday
Time: 7pm
Place: Hinson Church

Please come to learn more about how the trip is crafted,

ask questions, voice concerns, share ideas, and give your
input on the issues that have been raised. This is NOT a
mandatory meeting BUT it is a good opportunity for sig-
nificant input to the planning committee's decisions.

Since there are limitations to using the list serve for dis-
cussion we're holding a meeting where discussion can
happen more easily.

In the meantime, if you have any questions or suggestions
please contact a committee member directly.

Thank you,
Suzanne Kawamoto, co-chair kawamoto@teleport.com

Liz Parks, co-chair selparks@juno.com
Liz Evans, Oya No Kai liaison runyan@easystreet.com

Page 4

f.hL?

RICHMOND SHINBUN



Bring Us Your Old Cell Phones Yearning to Be Recycled!

The new “technology recycling committee” was formed
to initiate an environmental fundraising program.

Did you know each cell phone contains toxic substances
that can pollute 158,200 gallons of water? By recycling
the phones we will be reducing the amount of hazardous
waste. And we can raise money for our school!

EcoPhones (www.ecophones.com) will be our used cell
phone buyer. Please watch the short video clip for the
abc news on their home page. It will tell you how this
recycling/fundraising works.

Boxes will be set up in the office area for:
¢ used cell phones & PDA (Include the
phone battery, the most toxic part of the
phone. No battery charger, ear phones,
etc.)

Other items and people needed for starting this program:

e other sites to place boxes (work place,
nearby business, cell phone service stores,
etc)

e helpers to pick up the collected items once a
month

¢ Rubbermaid tubs (small size) for making re-
cycling boxes

o helpers to sort the collected items once a
month for shipping

If you can help with any of the above, or if you have any
questions, concerns or comments, please contact us. To-
gether we can make our school greener and greener while
receiving some green, too!

Technology Recycling Committee:
Yoko Sato duncan.s@comcast.net

Emi Avondstondt emiandlaur@msn.com
Etsuko Austin etsukoaustin@hotmail.com

‘Tis the Season...to Save Our EIms!

Do you have any coffee drinkers on your holiday gift list?
(I know that some of Richmond's teachers enjoy fine cof-
fee!) Do you need hostess gifts for the holiday parties
you are attending? Please consider giving Richmond's
Save Our Elms coffee from Portland Roasting. At $10/
pound with $4.50 of every pound going to protect Rich-
mond's elm trees from Dutch elm disease, this is a gift
that you can be proud to give.
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Order forms with details on the coffee varieties are avail-
able outside the Richmond office or on the Richmond
website, please place your order form and check (to Save
Our EIms) in the Save Our EIms cubby in the office by
Thursday at 8 AM and your coffee will be ready for pick
up on Friday afternoon. A small selection is available for
purchase from Patsy in the office, but orders are appreci-
ated and guarantee that you will get exactly the roast and
whole bean or ground choice you prefer.

DECEMBER 1, 2006

Decaf buyers, please note that the decaf price will change on
January 1, 2007. Portland Roasting is excited to be offering
their Farm Friendly DirectTM beans in the decaf format giv-
ing them more control in the bean buying process, but in-
creasing their cost for these coffees. Richmond's Save Our
Elms Farm Friendly DirectTM, Swiss Water® Process (SWP)
decaf, will be priced at $11/pound starting January 1, 2007.
(Look for revised order forms in the new year.) We have
started selling these new beans already, so stock up now at
the 06 price! Thank you to all who continue to support this
project. Questions to Mary Klinger dustin-mary@comcast.
net
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RICHMOND PARENT PLEDGE DRIVE 2006-2007 SCHOOL YEAR
FOR SUPPORT OF STAFF AT RICHMOND

“An investment in knowledge pays the best interest.” Benjamin Franklin
Dear Richmond Parent,

This year, for the first time in Richmond School’s history, we were rated ‘exceptional’ by Oregon’s Department of
Education. This is the highest of the five possible academic scores for a public school. One of the major reasons our
school is so successful is the high level of parent involvement in our program. The parents at Richmond are extra
special and extra dedicated to making and keeping Richmond JMP the best. Your help is essential to the success of
our program.

Like last year, the school needs your help to maintain the high quality of teaching at Richmond. Without donations
from parents, we would not have all the key staff at Richmond our children need to be exceptional students
and motivated learners. Last year (2005-2006 school year) through parent pledges, we raised more than $20,000.
Other funding sources for staff included the school auction, grants, a business pledge drive and other sources. The
fundraising for staff for 2005-2006 school year totaled $74,000; it was used to save our librarian and acquire a read-
ing specialist. Hooray Richmond parents!

These are the fundraising goals this year for the annual Richmond Parent Pledge Drive:
* Raise funds to keep our librarian
* Raise funds to keep our reading specialist
*+ Raise funds to hire a Richmond Japanese immersion specialist

How does the Parent Pledge Drive work?

e Like last year, we are asking each family in grades 1-5 to make a voluntary donation equal to one month of
kindergarten tuition ($265) each semester...once in the fall and once in the spring. If our kindergarten fami-
lies can pay this each month, it seems a small thing to ask families in grades 1-5 to pay this amount just
twice.

o If every family donates the full amount, we will raise more than $150,000! Wow! Together we can do it...
there is power in everyone playing a part. As they say, stone by stone an arch is built. How’s that for *power
to the people’ and working together?

Why are the Richmond PTA and Richmond School Foundation working on this pledge drive together?

e One of PTA's continual objectives is to promote student achievement, and by partnering with the foundation to
maintain and hopefully add essential staff, we are working together for student achievement.

e This summer, the Richmond PTA and Foundation partnered to help raise money for our reading specialist. Many
families donated to help and we were successful in attaining this staff position. For the summer pledge drive, we
were able to keep 100% of the funds we raised at Richmond. As of this fall, however, the only way to raise funds
for staff is directly through your local school foundation.

What is the Equity Fund? How do all schools benefit from it? Has Richmond benefited from it?

e As many of you also know, when funds are raised for staff through local school foundations, the Portland School
Board requires that 1/3 of the money raised be donated to the general Portland Schools Foundation’s Equity
Fund...and 2/3 of the money stays right at your own school. (This “kicks in” after the first $5000 we raise...you
keep 100% of the first $5000 you raise.)

e The Equity Fund is used to help less fortunate schools that are unable to raise money themselves and/or to fund
innovative programs throughout the district. Based on competitive grant process, all the money in the Equity
Fund is donated back to schools across the entire district each year.

¢ Richmond itself has benefited from grants awarded to us from the Equity Fund in the past. Since 1999, we re-
ceived 12 different grants totaling $47,000. We also just received news that we were awarded $6,000 this year as
part of multi-school writing instruction grant!



e The details:

o Below, please find a form and instructions on how to donate. Be sure to send in the form with your donation
to make sure you get a receipt to use for tax purposes. (Of course your donation is 100% tax deductible.)

e Although we encourage one donation per semester, you can give a one-time gift or even monthly...whatever
works for your family.

e You can go to the Richmond JMP website and go to Parent Organizations = Richmond Foundation for more
information. There you will find a slideshow and information on all the details of how, why, who, what of
staff funding at Richmond. We hope you find it useful. (www.richmondjmp.org)

Thank you!
Sincerely,
Andy Felcher Kristina Kallen
President, Richmond Foundation President, Richmond PTA
felcher@comcast.net kmk456@comcast.net
503-231-1641 503-282-4435
HOW TO GIVE TO THE RICHMOND PARENT PLEDGE DRIVE
WHAT TO USE: A check is the easiest way to give. Make your check out to ‘Richmond Foundation’.

WHERE TO SEND: Richmond Elementary School
ATTN: Richmond PTA
2276 SE 41st Portland, OR 97214.
*QOr you can drop it off in the Richmond PTA box in the school office.

HOW TO GIVE: You can give one time each semester (suggested option) or even monthly.
*A full one-time donation is $530
*A full per-semester donation is $265 each semester
*A full per-month donation is $50 per month...actually $53, but close enough
**You are free to give less, of course!
**This is a voluntary pledge drive, of course!

USE THIS FORM:  Just cut this out and enclose in an envelope with you donation:

RICHMOND PARENT PLEDGE DRIVE
CHECK DONATION FORM

Name: OCheck if you wish to remain anonymous
Address:

Phone Number:

Email Address:

*Email address needed so we can email you a ‘thank you’ in return which can be used for tax purposes.

Amount pledged: $

Please circle one: Donation is: 1) Monthly 2) Each semester 3) One time

QUESTIONS: Please do not hesitate to contact any parent organization leader for any questions or information
about this Parent Pledge Drive. Richmond Foundation: Andy Felcher; Richmond PTA: Kristina Kallen; Oya No
Kai: Monica Mueller; Principal: Kathryn Anderson; Richmond Strategic Fundraising Committee: Andy Fel-
cher, Matt Kallen, Meg Matsushima, Tomoaki Miyaishi, Satoko Moran, Monica Mueller, Kimi Nam, Shannon
Sweet, Alison Walcott




Portland Public Schools

JAPANESE IMMERSION AT
RICHMOND ELEMENTARY SCHOOL

2276 SE 41st Street
Portland, OR 97214

Phone: 503-916-6220
Fax: 503-916-2665
Website: www.richmondjmp.org

Japanese Magnet Program

Richmond office hours
are 7:30 AM—4:00 PM

CALENDAR FOR DECEMBER 1, 2006-JANUARY 15, 2007

Tues. Dec. 5

Thurs. Dec. 7

Fri. Dec. 8

Sat. Dec. 9

Mon. Dec. 11

Tues. Dec. 12

Fri. Dec. 15

Sat. Dec. 16

Tues. Jan 2

Mon. Jan. 8

Fri. Jan. 12

Mon. Jan. 15

Wreath pick-up in cafeteria at 2:00-2:30 PM

P.T.A. Holiday Craft Fair in cafeteria at 6:00-8:00 PM

NO SCHOOL—Teacher Planning Day

Christmas Tree & Bake Sale for PTA at the Figgy Pudding Farm
Site Council Mtg. at 2:30-4:30 PM

Scrip order day—stock up now for holiday gifts!

Burgerville Fundraiser for Richmond Playground 5-8:00 PM at
restaurant on 26th and Powell Blvd. Across from Cleveland High
School

Scrip pick up day

Installation of new playground structure!!!
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First day of school following winter break

Scrip order day

Kindergarten to the Children’s Museum 9:30 AM to 1:00 PM
Scrip pick up day

NO SCHOOL—Martin Luther King Jr. Day

Winter Break—December 16, 2006 to January 1, 2007

Tuesday, January 2nd is the first day of school following the win-
ter vacation. Please make sure you mark your calendars accordingly!



